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NEW  ORLEANS  AWAITS  YOU! 


Our  convention  plans  are  well  underway  and  everything  is  coming  up 
roses  (mint  juleps?) .  The  program  is  rapidly  taking  shape,  thanks  in 
considerable  part  to  the  efforts  of  program  chairman,  Joe  Lenorovitz. 
Most  importantly,  reservations  are  coming  in  from  near  and  far,  and  it 
just  may  be  that  we'll  set  an  attendance  record,  with  many  of  the 
reservations  specifying  a  one-to-three-day  pre-convention  arrival  or 
post-convention  stayover.  It's  a  sure  sign  of  the  appeal  of  New 
Orleans,  of  course,  but  we'd  like  to  think  it's  also  an  indication  of 
how  much  our  members  enjoy  our  annual  get-together. 


IMPORTANT.  April  25  is  our  "official"  deadline  for  reservations,  but 
if  it  looks  like  you  won't  be  able  to  make  your  reservation  by  that 
date,  we're  prepared  to  be  lenient.  This  means  that  if  you  know 
you're  coming,  send  us  your  reservation  form  and  check  ASAP,  but  if 
you're  unable  to  (for  whatever  reason),  call  us  at  312/263-7500  and 
give  us  the  vital  statistics  (day  and  date  of  arrival  and  departure 
and  number  in  your  party)  .  We  want  to  be  sure  that  hotel  rooms  are 
secured  for  everyone  before  we  reach  the  hotel's  closing  date  for 
reservations.  So  let  us  hear  from  you  soon ,  and  we'll  make  sure  you 
have  a  gala  time  in  good-times-f or-all  New  Orleans. 


OUR  LATEST  HOT-OFF-THE  PRESS  PRODUCTION. 

We're  pleased  to  report  that  because  of  the  generosity  of 
member/officer  Dale  Goldman,  we're  in  the  middle  of  producing  a 
compilation  of  18  Fairbanks  mini-catalogs,  each  devoted  to  a  special 
type  of  scale  and  all  under  one  cover.  The  assortment  of  18  comes  to 
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a  total  of  306  pages,  and  will  be  titled  A  Retrospective  of  Fairbanks 
Scale  Catalogs,  In  this  coming  July  Newsletter,  we'll  tell  you  a  lot 
more  about  it  and  provide  you  with  an  easy-to-use  order  card.  It 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  comprehensive  and  informative 
publications  we've  done  in  a  long  time,  and  we're  very  much  indebted 
to  Dale  for  lending  the  catalogs  to  us  from  her  private  collection. 

ALSO  PRESENTING:  THE  1996  DIRECTORY. 

Every  March  we  correlate  all  member  changes  that  occurred  in  the 
previous  year  in  order  to  update  our  membership  directory.  Then,  in 
April,  we  print  the  new  edition  and  mail  it  to  members;  enclosed 
you'll  find  the  finished  product.  The  job  is  a  big  one  (and  every 
year,  as  we  grow,  it  gets  bigger)  ,  but  we  know  the  good  uses  to  which 
the  directory  is  put,  and  we  hope  each  of  you  uses  it  not  only  to  find 
more  scales  for  your  collection,  but  also  to  expand  your  circle  of 
member/f riends  with  whom  you  share  our  hobby. 

BENEFACTORS  TO  THE  FORE. 

Again  this  year,  our  Benefactor  Program  proved  successful  and  resulted 
in  75  members  generously  contributing  a  substantial  sum  to  keep  ISASC 
on  a  sound  financial  footing  and  at  the  same  time  preserve  our  high 
standards.  The  list  of  all  who  contributed  is  enclosed,  and  our 
directors  and  officers  collectively  extend  our  deeply-felt  thanks  to 
each  and  every  Benefactor.  It's  a  voluntary  effort  that  by  its  nature 
has  to  be  repeated  each  year,  and  even  though  contributions  are  tax 
deductible,  funds  given  by  each  of  the  75  members  represent  a  strong 
commitment  to  ISASC 's  well-being  and  is  very  much  appreciated. 


ABOUT  OUR  FISCAL  CONDITION. 

Again,  as  in  past  years,  our  hard-working  treasurer,  Jan  Macho,  has 
compiled  all  his  figures  into  the  1995  year-end  operating  statement, 
a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed.  As  you'll  note,  our  revenues  are  about 
$80,000,  and  our  expenses  come  ever-so-close  to  putting  us  at  the 
break-even  point.  That's  good  to  know,  of  course,  but  our  equity  has 
increased  in  recent  years  almost  without  exception,  and  we'll  be 
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reviewing  our  current  operating  figures  to  see  what  can  be  done  to 
keep  it  that  way.  And  while  on  that  subject,  thanks  again  to  Jan 
Macho  for  his  most  important  and  continuing  effort  on  our  behalf. 

ON  THE  BUSINESS  OF  MANAGING  OUR  SOCIETY. 

In  January,  we  told  you  we'd  report  on  the  proceedings  of  the  then- 
pending  meeting  in  Los  Angeles  of  North  American  directors  and  Chapter 
officers.  Well,  the  meeting  was  held  January  28th  as  scheduled,  and 
in  attendance  were  Bob  Stein,  Bill  Doniger,  Steve  Ginsberg,  Dale 
Goldman,  Joe  Lenorovitz,  Jan  Macho,  and  Ruth  Willard.  Much  was 
accomplished,  and  the  minutes  ran  six  pages  long.  We're  not  about  to 
burden  you  with  all  the  details;  however,  what  follows  is  a  synopsis 
of  what  took  place,  and  if  you'd  like  a  copy  of  the  entire  six-page 
transcript,  simply  write  or  call  me  (see  my  directory  listing)  and 
we'll  have  a  copy  in  the  mail  to  you  shortly. 

1.  EOM/Current  Status/Future  Direction.  Progress  is  being  made  to 
increase  the  number  of  articles  on  American  scales,  manufacturers, 
etc.  See  Willard  report  enclosed.  Also,  North  American  and  Euro- 
Chapters  endorse  idea  of  Editorial  Board.  Euro-Chapter  to  take 
initial  steps  to  implement. 

2.  ISASC  Infrastructure/Status  of  Chapters.  Euro-Chapter  agreed  to 
retain  international  Board  of  Directors,  subject  to  four  directors 
from  each  chapter  comprising  Board  (total  of  eight,  rather  than 
present  seven) .  By-laws  to  be  modified  accordingly. 

3.  Future  Conventions/Other  Aspects.  Stein  and  Lenorovitz  reported 

that  plans  for  New  Orleans  are  proceeding  well.  ♦  Doniger  reported 
that  G.  Lipfert  will  handle  financial  aspect  of  Silent  Auction. 
Suggestions  were  made  to  (a)  let  Sellers  know  they  must  identify 
as  such  repro  and  decorative  scales  and  weights;  (b)  better 
identify  first-time  attendees;  (c)  drum  up  local  New  Orleans 
publicity  on  the  convention  (Lenorovitz  to  handle) .  ♦  Stein 

reported  that  1997  convention  is  tentatively  slated  for  Toronto, 
subject  to  favorable  terms  for  customs  clearance.  ♦  Review  of 
possible  sites  for  1998  convention  was  deferred  until  N.O. 
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directors/officers  meetings.  ♦  Policy  reviewed  of  inviting  EQM 
editor  to  convention  as  guest  of  N/A  chapter;  agreement  reached  to 
m.ake  decision  each  year  prior  to  given  convention  year.  ♦ 
Agreement  reached  to  continue  convention  breakfast  meetings,  to 
meet  Sunday  afternoon  (possibly  evening)  of  convention  as  well, 
and  to  repeat  January,  1996,  all-day  meeting  in  1997. 

4.  ISASC  Index/Status/Proaress  Report.  Updated  Index  through  page 
1,200  completed  by  Diana  Crawforth  and  new  edition  distributed 
free  to  all  members. 

5.  Membership  Directory/ Proposed  Revision.  Member  suggestion 

reviewed  to  delete  number  of  scales  in  each  listing  or  eliminate 
descriptive  portion  of  listing  entirely.  Decision  made  to  retain 
present  format. 

6.  Endowment  Program.  Established,  at  least  in  name,  mainly  with 
proceeds  of  sale  of  Colker  collection  bequeathed  to  ISASC. 
Question  raised  regarding  propriety  and  legal  aspects  of  Endowment 
Fund.  Goldman  to  research  and  report.  Other  suggestions  for  ways 
to  raise  additional  endowment  funds  deferred,  pending  Goldman's 
findings . 

7.  Research  and  Reply  Service  Update.  Proceeding  along.  Annual 
income  estimated  at  $250,  perhaps  more. 

8.  Dues  Increase  for  1997.  1994  operating  statement  reviewed. 

Decision  made  to  defer  this  matter  until  May/June  meeting  in  New 
Orleans,  when  1995  operating  figures  are  available. 

9.  Bumper  Stickers  as  Member  Gift.  "Old  Scale  Collectors  Never  Die. 
They  Just  Lose  Their  Balance."  Given  to  members  in  past. 
Decision  made  to  forego  practice. 

10.  Officers'  Reports.  Submitted  verbally  and/or  in  writing  during  the 
meeting. 

11.  Old  Business.  None. 

12.  New  Business.  Suggestion  made  to  acquaint  members  with  procedure 

for  setting  up  computer  program  to  catalog  scales.  Unanimously 
approved.  Ginsberg  agreed  to  write  article  (for  direct 

distribution  or  for  EQM  inclusion)  .  ♦  Doniger  showed  part  one  of 

two-part  article  titled  "Security  for  your  Collection,"  and 
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proposed  it  as  member  handout.  All  present  agreed.  Stein  to 
secure  part  two  and  combine  both  parts  as  one  article.  ♦ 
Lenorovitz  reported  on  ISASC  participation  in  Los  Angeles 
Scientific  and  Technical  Show.  ♦  Stein  raised  question  of 
increasing  annual  subsidy  for  headquarters  office.  Consensus 
reached  to  defer  matter  until  budget  figures  indicate 
affordability. 

13.  Future  of  ISASC.  Stein  pointed  out  his  20-year  tenure  as 
president,  and  recommended  he  be  replaced  by  end  of  1997.  He 

proposed  change  in  by-laws  to  establish  finite  terms  of  office  for 
all  directors  and  officers,  and  plan  for  automatic  ascension  to 
higher  office.  Also,  he  proposed  that  he  produce  an  Operating 
Manual  and  that  permanent  part-time  secretary  by  hired  (rather 
than  temporaries)  to  better  handle  Society's  administrative  work. 
All  agreed.  Stein  to  implement  these  action  steps. 

At  this  point,  the  meeting  was  concluded. 

POTPOURRI .. .AND  MORE. 

**  The  article  Bill  Doniger  gave  us,  "Security  for  your  Collection," 
appeared  in  Antique  &  Collectibles.  published  in  El  Cajon, 
California,  so  we  contacted  the  author,  Mark  A.  Roeder  of  Culver, 
Indiana,  who  kindly  gave  us  permission  to  use  it  as  a  reprint 
(enclosed)  for  our  members.  It  seems  that  Roeder  is  an  antiques 
expert  with  special  insights  into  the  investment  side  of 
collecting,  so  if  you're  interested  in  talking  to  him  further,  his 
"vital  statistics"  appear  at  the  end  of  the  article. 

**  One  of  our  long-time  (devoted  to  ISASC)  members  is  Pat  Goodhue, 
who  is  recovering  from  recent  surgery.  Even  though  she's  well  on 
the  way  to  better  health,  it  seems  that  she  and  spouse  Ken  will 
have  to  miss  our  New  Orleans  convention  (their  first  "miss"  in 
many  a  year) .  To  quote  Ken,  "The  ISASC  convention  has  always 
been  one  of  the  high  points  of  the  year  and  we  have  thoroughly 
enjoyed  each  one  we  attended."  Get  well  soon,  Pat,  and  we'll  see 
you  and  Ken  for  sure  in  '97. 
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**  In  late  February,  member  David  Lipkin  and  spouse  Carol  of 

Westwood,  New  Jersey,  had  reason  to  be  in  Chicago,  ostensibly  for 
a  dental  convention  but  really  to  visit  their  grandson,  Jeffrey. 
One  afternoon  during  their  visit,  while  Jeffrey  most  likely  was 
napping,  they  found  time  to  visit  us,  and  we  spent  an  enjoyable 

hour-plus  together,  talking  about  (you  guessed  it)  scales.  We 

expect  to  see  them  back  here  regularly,  and  it's  not  the  dental 
convention  that's  the  lure,  but  (you  guessed  it  again),  grandson 
Jeffrey. 

**  If  you're  headed  for  Europe  this  coming  autumn,  don't  forget  that 
the  Euro-Chapter's  fall  meeting  is  scheduled  for  Sunday,  October 
6th,  with  Cardiff  (as  in  Wales)  as  the  tentative  site.  These 

semi-annual  meetings  are  most  enjoyable  as  well  as  educational, 
and  afford  us  statesiders  the  very  real  pleasure  of  meeting  scale 
collectors  from  the  U.K.,  Europe,  and  on  occasion,  beyond.  If 

you're  interested,  write  Ron  Wilkinson,  28  Foxhill  Road,  Burton 
Joyce,  Nottingham  NG14  5DB,  England. 

**  Publicity  about  scale  collecting  invariably  catches  the  eye  of 

scale  collectors  who  don't  know  about  ISASC,  and  one  way  or 

another,  they  manage  to  find  us  and,  quite  often,  join  our 
Society.  A  case  in  point  is  the  enclosed  story  (back  of  page  7) 
about  member  Toots  Bowen's  collection  which  appeared  in  the  Butler 
(Pa.)  Eagle  this  past  February  4th.  Not  only  does  it  make  for 
entertaining  reading,  but  it  also  contains  a  reference  to  ISASC. 
When  that  happens,  we  predictably  can  expect  a  good  number  of 

inquiries.  Congratulations,  Toots,  on  your  editorial  coup! 

**  Member  Bill  Berning  tells  us  that  Dick  Bueschel,  author  of  "Big 

Head  Lollipop  Scales,"  has  written  a  new  book  titled  "Collector's 
Guide  to  Vintage  Coin  Machines."  It's  200  pages  long,  and 
contains  color  photos  of  more  than  600  coin-operated  machines  of 
all  kinds,  along  with  a  complete  price  list.  One  chapter  (14 
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pages,  55  color  photos)  is  devoted  solely  to  coin-op  scales.  The 
price,  including  a  personalized  autograph  and  shipping,  is  $45, 
Send  your  check  and  autograph  message  to  Richard  M.  Bueschel,  414 
N.  Prospect  Manor  Ave.,  Mt.  Prospect,  IL  60056. 

**  From  member  George  Mallis  to  those  who  collect  counterfeit  coin 
detectors:  "The  patent-pending  model  of  the  early  five-pan 

Allendar  for  U.S.  gold  coins  current  in  1853  did  not  take  a  three- 
dollar  coin,  as  the  coin  was  not  struck  until  1854.  To  correct 
this,  Allendar  devised  an  insert  to  take  the  three-dollar  coin 
that  fit  into  the  five-dollar  pan.  The  insert  is  extremely  rare, 
and  only  one  original  (reposing  in  a  museum)  seems  to  exist. 
However,  brass  replicas  of  both  the  insert  and  the  Allendar 
counterweight  are  available,  the  insert  for  $40  and  the 
counterweight  for  $35,  including  handling  and  postage.  To  order, 
write  or  call  James  Kulha,  P.O.  Box  917,  East  Longmeadow,  MA 
01028;  413/525-0205." 

So  much  for  now.  We're  busy  these  days  preparing  for  New  Orleans, 
and  we're  looking  forward  to  the  good  times  and  good  fellowship  that 
characterizes  each  of  our  conventions. 

Fraternally, 
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Collecting  weighs  heavily 
on  Jackson  family’s  minds 


By  SHELBY  Rl'Cll 
Eagle  Correspondent 

While  most  folks  in  post-holiday 
mode  would  rather  not  get  near  a 
scale,  Veronica  "Toots "  Bowen  is 
happily  surrounded  by  a  ton  of 
them.  Their  collection  now  stands 
at  182  and  counting. 

They've  sold  a  few,  but  keep  most 
of  their  finds  displayed  on  shelves, 
bookcases  and  tables.  In  fact,  scales 
are  everywhere  you  look  in  their 
,Iack5on  Town.ship  home. 

Why  so  many  scales?  "When  peo¬ 
ple  ask  that,  my  response  is  Why 
not’"'  replies  Toots.  "I  think  every¬ 
body  should  collect  something." 

"For  one  thing,  I  think  a  scale  is 
a  very  simple  mechanism  as  far  as 
working  parts  are  concerned,"  she 
says,  demonstrating  devices  that 
weigh  hundreds  of  pounds  and  oth¬ 
ers  that  record  pennyweights. 

"I  don't  care  what  they  weigh,  as 
long  as  the  shape  and  appearance 
are  appealing  to  me.” 

Her  favorites  are  a  tall  1925  Tole¬ 
do  'lollvpop'  or  large-head'  that  ar¬ 
rived  at  Christmas  time,  and  a  deli¬ 
cate  brass  and  wood  egg  weigher 
dating  from  around  1800. 

Although  she  admits  to  being  a 
collector  of  many  things.  Bowen 
threw  away  the  scale  that  sparked 
her  current  interest.  When  her  son 
Jeffrey  brought  home  a  rusty  box 
scale  of  the  Upe  commonly  used  in 
kitchens  70  to  100  years  ago,  she 
says,  “I  thought  to  myself  'Why’'  It 
was  strictly  rust.  It  sat  around  here 
for  awhile  and  we  disposed  of  it  " 

He  continued  to  bring  home 
scales.  "I  gue.ss  it  kind  of  rubbed  off 
on  me,"  his  mother  says.  “From 
then  on  when  we'd  go  to  yard  sales 
and  see  scales,  we  had  to  have 
them 

"We  went  from  box  to  postal  to 
small  spring-balanced  hanging 
scales.  They  call  them  chicken  or 
fish  scales.  We  have  some  big  ones, 
but  we're  trying  to  get  away  from 
those." 

The  “we"  includes  her  husband. 
Jim,  who  shares  the  interest.  “His 
enthusiasm  is  there."  .she  .says.  "He 
does  a  lot  of  the  moving  around  of 
the  large  scales." 

The  Bowens  look  for  pieces  with 
interesting  shapes  and  finishes, 
such  as  brass  and  wood,  and  they 


rarely  use  them  for  practical  pur¬ 
poses.  "I  weighed  a  letter  yester¬ 
day,"  Toots  says,  adding  that  she 
"never"  steps  on  a  scale.  “I  do  not 
weigh  myself."  she  emphasizes. 

She  prefers,  instead,  to  display 
the  treasures  turned  up  during  the 
past  two  years.  There  are  many 
types  —  ladle,  basket,  scoop,  fan, 
box,  hanging,  over-and-under,  preci¬ 
sion-balanced  and  spring-loaded  — 
from  different  parts  of  the  United 
States,  Sweden,  England  and 
Greece.  Some  are  utilitarian;  others 
are  encased  in  handsome  wooden 
chests  topped  with  marble. 

They  are  relics  from  old  gro¬ 
ceries,  feed  stores,  pharmacies, 
steel  mills,  metallurgical  industries, 
truck  weigh  stations,  jewelry  stores 
and  doctors'  offices.  One  came  from 
an  Isaly's  store,  another  from  an 
Ambridge  steel  mill  and  two  from 
Kodak  Co.  A  baby  scale,  encased  in 
a  large  wood  cabinet,  is  from  the 
Pittsburgh  office  of  Dr.  W.  F.  Bozic. 

The  Bowens  have  restored  a  few 
larger  scales  that  were  rusted,  and 
sold  some  at  the  Evans  City  Flea 
Market.  The  only  family  member 
not  interested  in  the  hobby  is  the 
Bowens'  daughter,  Joyce.  She  col¬ 
lects  busts  and  pictures  of  U.S. 
presidents. 

The  Bowens  moved  to  Jackson 
from  their  hometown  of  Duquesne 
in  1988  when  they  retired,  he  from 
US  Steel  and  she  from  Union  Na¬ 
tional  Bank.  After  getting  hooked 
on  their  latest  hobby,  they  joined 
the  Chicago-based  International  So¬ 
ciety  of  Antique  Scale  Collectors 
and  receive  quarterly  newsletters. 

Surveying  the  results  of  their 
scale  searching.  Toots  Bowen  looks 
around  her  house  and  declares,  “I 
do  not  have  any  more  room.  The 
only  things  we  can  collect  are  win¬ 
dowsill-sized  scales  because  every¬ 
thing  else  is  filled." 

Then  she  adds,  “For  Christmas 
we  had  the  'lollypop'  scale  deliv¬ 
ered  by  a  moving  company.  That 
was  supposed  to  be  the  end  of  our 
scale  collection,  but  we  have  anoth¬ 
er  one  on  the  way. 

“I'm  always  looking  for  .scales  and 
always  will  be  looking,"  she  admits. 

“I  have  another  one  on  hold  right 
now." 


Photos  by 
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Postal,  box,  fish  and  egg 
are  among  the  varieties  of 
ing  devices  displayed  in  the 
of  Toots  and  Jim  Bowen  ol 
son  Township 


bcales  of  all  sizes  fascinate  Toots  Bowen  who  has  collected  close  to  200  in  two  years. 


Ornate  scale,  de 
rated  with 
eagle-topped  tov 
has  1866  pat' 
date  and  namepi 
reading  “Detroit 
&  T  Ex  " 
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